
Following a recent meeting with a Grants 
Officer from the Big Lottery (Community 
Buildings Fund) the village hall manage-
ment committee have been advised that it’s 
Stage 2 application is to be decided at the 
BLF committee meeting, on or about 25th 
November 2008. 
 
The BLF Grants Officer, Justine Ball, was 
very complimentary about the standard of 
the village hall application when she visited 
the hall recently. In clarifying a number of 
issues, she suggested that the chances of 
success could be in the region of 80% or 
above. She was very enthusiastic in support 
of the village hall application BUT it is still 
“wait and see” time. 
 
The application to the Big Lottery for fund-
ing towards the demolition and rebuild of 
the village hall is in the region of £350,000. 
Additionally, offers for funding are being 
confirmed from BRE-Community Sustain-
able Energy Programme and Low Carbon 
Building Programme(Phase 2) for the total 
cost of the purchase and installation of the 
ground source heat pump and the photo-
voltaic tiles i.e. 50% from each fund to 
cover the total cost of around £64,000. The 
ground source heat pump will be linked to 
under floor heating to provide the main 
source of heating for the new building, 
whilst the photovoltaic tiles are expected to 
produce most, if not all, of the electricity 
required at the hall over a 12 month period. 
Electricity generated when the hall is not in 
use will be “sold back” to our electricity 
supplier to offset periods when the hall is in 
use. 

The Village Hall Management Committee 
has also received confirmation (subject to 
final verification) that Peak District  
National Park Authority, through the  
Sustainable Development Fund, have 
agreed to fund the rainwater recycling  
system and the eco-friendly “hard standing” 
area costs of around £32,000. 
 
A generous offer, from an Over Haddon 
“resident”, has also been received of a do-
nation of all the new sanitary ware that will 
be required for the refit of the toilets etc. 
An application to the Garfield Weston 
Foundation has resulted in a reply that they 
can help, but that the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee should return to them once 
the shortfall in funding is known. This offer 
has been left open for 2 years. 
 
So, whilst members of the Village Hall 
Management Committee are cautiously  
optimistic, November 25th 2008 is awaited 
with “bated breath”. As has been previously 
stated, if funding for the total cost of the 
Village Hall Project cannot be secured then 
it will not go ahead. 
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D-DAY FOR THE VILLAGE HALL 
LOTTERY GRANT�
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it all. Then came the usual ‘Pomp & Circumstance’ 
and second part of the Proms “stuff” (quite good 
music actually although sometimes accompanied by 
the odd fire cracker, party whistle or ‘whoops’ from 
the audience). By then we had refilled our glasses, 
ready to ‘sing along’ with varying success and much 
hilarity and to wave our banners (I advised to try a 
handkerchief or scarf if you had nothing else!). This 
included ‘Jerusalem’, the ‘Hornpipe’ with timing 
from fast to slow, and ‘Rule Britannia’ – wonderful 
patriotic pride. I did hear attempts by the audience 
to keep up with the ‘Floral Dance’, but sadly I heard 
no-one shout ‘Hello Youlgreave’ and so it was not 
heard in the Albert Hall, Hyde Park, Belfast,  
Glasgow and Swansea albeit a week late!! Maybe 
Martin was behind us with the words?!! 
Mark Wilcockson was, as always, amusing and  
efficient in conducting and introducing the music 
and performers. He took time to explain the new 
uniforms and silver trim and I must again take this 
opportunity to mention the ‘black fleeces’ - to be 
worn when not in uniform (and presumably in cold 
weather) – fortunately I heard no comments of ‘is 
this where all the black lambs go?’, but as I find the 
next anecdote amusing (and it is true – I was there) I 
repeat the memorable occasion high in the Austrian 
Alps when I went to listen to the Silver Band  
following the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass in the  
local church. The band arranged themselves on a 
convenient balcony having warmed up in the pub, 
and all was well for the first few notes, but then 
things started to waiver, and waiver and waiver 
more – the instrument valves were freezing up!  
So – Bakewell Silver Band – did you warm up in 
the ‘Lathkil’? Come what may, musical director, 
Mark Wilcockson, maintained control of the band, 
whether or not they had warmed up in the interval, 
with his usual superb and much appreciated humour. 
There were no frozen valves and during all this 
time, the band playing with Olympian precision, not 
a baton was dropped..  
As for the audience – as customary, we tried to 
‘sing-along’ to overhead ‘prompts’ (oh Martin!) 
supported by words within the programme, utterly 
uncontrollable and with utmost pleasure. We even 
enforced an encore of ‘Amarillo’! 
 
 
 

                                                        PTO 

This is a much anticipated annual event, and please 
forgive me if I quote from ‘an introduction?’ set 
within the programme (the editor is in a hurry to go 
to print!), but how many of you read and inwardly 
digested this feat of creative writing?  
So to continue – 
The 2008 Proms closed the previous weekend with 
a fanfare of music, not just in the Royal Albert Hall, 
but also in Hyde Park, Belfast, Glasgow and Swan-
sea. According to the BBC, ‘you’ could choose 
which to watch ‘with the red button’!! We had the 
chance for similar celebrations in Over Haddon  
Village Hall with the ‘Bakewell Silver Band’. No 
choice of a red button for us, and we did not need 
it - the Village Hall is always packed for this festive 
evening - live in front of such an enthusiastic  
audience. 
With glasses full and possibly with banners to  
unfurl, we were ready for more musical metal in the 
form of our local Silver Band.  
This Band was formed 101 years ago as a pure 
‘brass’ band and performs at many traditional 
events around Bakewell. We are lucky that Over 
Haddon is one of their regular venues. The band 
made a recording (CD) last year to celebrate their 
100 years of ‘brass’ music in Bakewell, and I can 
recommend it (there are still copies for sale –  
contact the band). I am not sure how or when the 
transition was made from ‘brass’ to ‘silver’ but this 
need not concern you (dear readers) as whatever 
metal the instruments are made from, the sound was 
and is very enjoyable.  
The musicians are versatile and accomplished, and 
it is so good to see young people in this band – but 
what about the audience? Read on - because no-one 
(until prompted) claimed the coveted  ‘packet of 
Smarties’ prize. 
At this point in my ramblings I must go off script, 
because we now know what was actually played as 
part of the mystery programme on which I am now 
reporting in this (much awaited) issue of ‘The 
Voice’! We were regaled with Colonel Bogey,  
excerpts from Miss Saigon, Oklahoma and Chicago 
and ‘all that jazz’! We hummed along with ‘No 
Business Like Show Business’ and ‘76 Trom-
bones’. We swayed to the music. We enjoyed a  
Flugel horn solo from Helena and a Cornet solo 
from Deborah. John Mark took over the conducting 
for an energetic march, and I admired this with 
some envy! There was much more, and we enjoyed 
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Bakewell Silver Band  by Suzie M    �
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During the interval there was an 
‘envelope’ raffle. The lucky  
winner donated the winnings to the 
Band - a very generous gesture.  
Whatever I have written, now or 
then, we do all thank the Bakewell 
Silver Band for coming to our  
Village Hall again. They did not 
bring the ceiling down with the 
‘curious tone of the Cornet, 
(Clarinet) and Big Trombone’ – 
and of course the various Horns, 
Euphoniums and the ‘Big Bass 
Drum’, other Percussion ‘etc’ and 
the musical director himself.  They 
may have no further chance to 
bring the ceiling down before  
possibly (with lottery help) we 
raise the ceiling on a new Village 
Hall – but whatever glorious sound 
was made, we appreciated it, we 
enjoyed it, and we will remember 

Mostly my expectations have been 
exceeded, and there is a wonderful 
warm glow that comes from such 
expectations exceeded. 
 
After all – why go out for a  
hamburger when you can have 
steak at home!   
 
 
Suzie.M. 
 
 
P.S. 
 
Suzie has copy of the  video tape   
‘The Millenium Dawns in Over 
Haddon’ which she is offering free 
to a good home.  
Please contact Suzie on 812696. 
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it until the next visit of the Bakewell 
Silver Band! 
  
Just an addition to the above  
scribblings – the Village Hall  
Management Committee does a  
wonderful job bringing us these  
varied entertainments.  
Each is attractive to different  
audiences, and I do encourage those 
who have not yet ventured to the more 
unusual ‘events’ to have a go.  
As travel to events outside Over  
Haddon becomes more costly, and  
indeed tickets prices in theatres are 
often very high, entertainments so 
close to home become very attractive.  
Yes – I do still go to other locations 
for my musical and thespian interests, 
but when there is an event on offer so 
nearby in the Village Hall, I take up 
that opportunity.  
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YET MORE BAKEWELL SILVER BAND !! 

Somewhat south of Edinburgh, whether by the high road or the low road, the ‘Meanwhile Theatre Company’ allowed 
us a sneak preview of a production of ‘The Frog Man’ prior to their visit to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Phil  
Coggins (of Babbling Vagabonds fame) directed this innovative theatre company. 
Hands up who has read Serena Gray’s  ‘The Frog Factor’? OK – well maybe I am the only one to take quite such a  
sanguinary view of husbands but in fact there was some similarity in subject! This was a social drama set in tropic of 
suburbia county and played ‘in the round’ with, I thought, amazing effect. 
I did hear some consider the drama somewhat ‘disturbing’, and there were some ‘puzzled’ looks in the audience, but 
there were also smiles and laughter. The actors were talented, and it was daring and different.  It went from a “suburban 
nightmare to sub-aquatic bliss”, beginning as a domestic drama and evolving into sinister mystery, with the audience 
never quite sure which character is the nastiest – until the end.  
Kenny (a police frogman and model citizen) and Kelly (his beautiful ‘stay-at-home’ wife) tell of their time as child-
hood sweethearts leading to this seemingly suburban bliss with all the trimmings (you know – 4 x 4, hot tub, domestic 
goddess, glittering career and so on). Then come the flashbacks from their youth and we meet Adrian Dunfor (do try 
saying this name aloud – and also described as ‘smelly drain boy’), and whose kite Kenny and Kelly had stolen as kids. 
Meanwhile, back in suburbia, the neighbour appears in the form of Malcolm Glazebrook (alias dancing queen and  
furniture salesman), who drops in for tea and salsa with the aforesaid Kelly. Got the plot so far? 
Well – so it goes on in a tangled web of tragic humour and muddled marriages, and of course all ends in tears and 
partly underwater. But, the tangled plot aside, the acting was excellent and this talent produced an evening of dry  
humour, vivid scenes and drama. I have seen it described as ‘surreal, twisted and absolutely funny’, and I absolutely 
agree!  
Some may have found it disturbing, but I was well entertained, as I am sure were others in the audience. At the least 
this play is a wryly observed social commentary, but it is also witty, entertaining, dramatic and  very thought provok-
ing.  
As always, we were well fortified for this fast moving and rather black comedy, with the bar open before the  
performance and during the interval. 
Thanks to all who performed, organised and assisted in this compelling entertainment.  
 
Your roving reporter south of the border – S.M. 

The Frog Man                  
28 July 2008  at  Over Haddon Village Hall 
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The resulting structure  
surpassed all expectations and 
the scene was set for the  
evening.  
Meanwhile, Martin Chresta and 
Tim O’Neill had very carefully 
‘planted’ the fireworks and 
marked the safety areas. 
 
The bonfire was lit at 6.45pm ,
by which time a large crowd of 
adults and children had gath-
ered, and the firework display 
began at around 7pm  
Accompanied by plenty of 
“OOH’s” and “AAH’s” the  
display finished around 7.15pm 
just as the heavens opened and 
the rain returned.  
Martin Chresta and Tim O’Neill 
were justly applauded for their 
efforts in setting off the fire-
works, once  again supplied by 
The Chinese Fireworks  
Company of Sheffield. 
And a final thank you to all 
those who kindly supplied tof-
fee, flapjacks and toffee apples 
for “the multitude”. 

Despite the run of appalling 
weather leading up to Saturday 
8th November the rain held off 
until after the Village bonfire 
and firework display was over. 
 
During the day a hardy band of 
individuals, assisted in no small 
measure by the “big boys toys” 
in the form of the tractors and 
trailers driven by Barry 
Thurlby, Mark Walker and 
Philip Moseley, worked tire-
lessly from 10am to 2pm to 
collect material from around 
the village and build the bon-
fire on Mr Wheeldon’s field. 
Thanks  go to David Head, 
Steve Miller, Will Alves,                
Bob Foreman and Dick Foxon. 
Special thanks to the young 
people of Over Haddon,  
particularly Annabel and 
Robert Miller, Tom and Adam 
Pearce, Jamie Morrell, Alex 
Pendleton, Harrison and Cicely 
Wyatt for their unflagging  
efforts in getting the bonfire 
built. 

As in previous years the cost of 
the fireworks was funded by 
Over Haddon Parish Council to 
the tune of £250+VAT. The  
collection taken on the night 
raised £197.50 which will be  
returned to Parish Council to  
defray the initial cost. 
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BONFIRE NIGHT AND FIREWORK DISPLAY 
Saturday 8th November 2008 
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The season of Advent begins very soon in the Christian Calendar, which means some of the loveliest 
hymns will be sung at church services. It also means that advent  
calendars will be opened by children (and others) and that Christmas shopping begins in earnest! 
Christmas church services at St Anne's will include, of course, the Carol Service, on Sunday the 21st 
of December at 6pm, which is one of the most beautiful and popular services in the year. On Christ-
mas Eve we will hold the Midnight Communion Service (starting at 11.30pm) and on Christmas 
Day there will be a Family Service at 10am. 
There will not be a service at St Anne's on Sunday the 28th of December but everyone is invited to a 
joint service at the Parish Church in Bakewell, and to the party which follows it. 
 
Roger Truscott 
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Did you know that Over  
Haddon has it's very own pop 
group? 
 
Did you know that Over  
Haddon has singers, dancers 
and comedians? 
 
Our talented youngsters are 
busy rehearsing for a concert to 
show you what they are made 
of, so please come and support 
this fun and light-hearted event 
at the village hall. 
 
Rehearsals are already under-
way and we have some great 
acts. If you are 18 or under, and 
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want to get involved, there is 
still time. Come and join our 
rehearsals at the village hall at 
the following times: 
 
Sunday 30 November 11.00 am 
Dress Rehearsal Saturday  
6 December 10.00 am 
 
There will be a great prize for 
every child who takes part! 
 
For further information, contact 
Caryl Isaac 814035 
 
Tickets for the concert from 
Caryl Isaacs on 814035 or Dick 
Foxon on 812133...Price £2.00 

���
�
�������������
�������

��%%������%
�
����������
���
���
��������4����5���%����
��
�
������4���
��
%�������

6��������������
�1�����
�������
�������%�����������2������
������%�����3�����
���
�
���������%����4���������%�
�����%�0�
����%%����
�����
�����������������������

6����
���
�������2���%�
�
��
���������
�������
����
��%�������
����
��3�0�
��
��%%�����%�7���4���'��
5�
��%���
������
�������
����+
���
8������
�2���

���
��3���
���9
����
���3������
�
��
���3�
�
����������
�����
�
���%��3������%�* )
�
������������%
:�

;����%�����
�������������
��
3�����
���������2������
����
�������
����
��
����%�
%
�
�����
���4��������������
��������
���

;����%
��������������2�3���
��
���������2��������
�
��
���
6�
��
��
���3���3
����
��
�������
���%������
����+
����%������
���
;����%
��������������2�3���
��
���������2�����������+
���
������2
��������������
���
���
����������9
����
;����%
���
�������3������
��
�
3����������������
�������
�
�����������
����
���3�<��
�
����<5�����
������2������+
�

���������3
����������

'��
�����
�����2
���

��
���

%��������4�����3�������
3����
����3�������������������
�����
����

��
�1�����
�����������
�
���
�������

����
��

���������
%�����������������
�������2�
���
%�������=>��������1���+
���%������2�
��������
���
?�
3������
����
�����������+
%��
����
�
������
%������%�
�����%�0�
����%%����

-������
��
����3�;������������
�3�>��������1������%����
�����������

��������
%�3����
=����%��3������?�3������
��������3�@!5*&#�������
��
��
�������3������9
����������
�
3�������������:�

����������
��
���3��������������
��
��%����4��������
�������
�
����
���������2��
�
��������
0�
����%%�����%���8�����+
����%������
��5������������2�
7���4���'��
��
��������%
��
�������������
��
3�����
���������2��3�0�
��

' ( & � � ) 	 ! & �

� � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � �

NEW for 2008! 
OVER HADDON'S GOT TALENT! 

KIDS' CONCERT SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER AT 6.00 PM  
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 DOWN THE DALE   
By Trish Renshaw�

Hi, all you folks who live on the hill! If you can’t 
manage to come and see for yourself, I just 
thought you might be interested in a few jottings 
about what’s happening down here. No ‘expert’ 
nature notes, but just a general commentary  --   
it does sometimes seem like a different world  --  
particularly in Winter! 
 
18th. August ’08 
Wet,Wet,Wet! After the torrential downpours of 
the past couple of weeks, the river has returned. 
This is much earlier than usual, as we don’t nor-
mally expect to see it until about October. Last 
year, of course, it was flowing at the beginning 
of July, after the dreadful floods at the end of 
June. Those of you who have walked between 
the Lodge and Conksbury will have seen the 
Natural England notice which says that they are 
monitoring the flow during the Summer 
months  --  I’m sure they will have realised that 
the last two Summers have not been ‘normal’. It 
will be interesting to see their results.  
20th. August ’08  
The young pheasants are finding their way down 
the hill in increasing numbers --  there were 
about a dozen by the bridge tonight, some look-
ing rather bedraggled after all the rain. 
25th August ’08  
The last two Summers have not been good for 
butterflies, as they need sunny weather to fly and 
breed, and I read that their numbers are much  
reduced. It shows what a special place Lathkill 
Dale is because there were dozens on our 
buddleias today, a lovely sunny Bank Holiday. 
These included at least 5 varieties :  
Brown Argus, Painted Lady, Peacock,  
Brimstone, and Orange-Tip. 
26th August ‘08 
32 pheasants on the lawn this morning! Good job 
I picked most of the peas at the weekend. 
They’ve been spending the nights huddled in the 
undergrowth on the bank, but last night had their 
first attempt at roosting  --  much flapping and 
squawking and tumbling out of trees. One even 
fell off the roof  --  there was a big clatter over-
head, I looked out of the window, and saw a 
brown bundle dropping like a stone! Luckily, at 
the last minute he remembered he could fly. 

2nd. September ’08  
Modern technology arrives in Lathkill Dale!  A 
notice has gone up today which says that we can 
now access, via Bluetooth, information about 
birds, plants, insects etc. at 5 ‘points’ in the Dale. 
You need a mobile phone with 800 kbs free, but 
can then download field guides to flowers, trees, 
birdsong ringtones etc. at various stations – all  
under the guise of “Naturebytes”. How wonderful! 
4th. September ‘08 
8.30am. Sudden shouting, horn blowing, whip 
cracking  --  half way up the hill towards Meadow 
Place – I’m sure you must have heard it up there. 
The Hunt was exercising the hounds, and appar-
ently they’d picked up the scent of a fox which 
had crossed the path. They were ‘winding up’ in 
the words of the Master, and taking off up the hill-
side. It took them about 10 minutes to get all the 
dogs back under control. I could do with their help 
when Tigger gets the whiff of a pheasant! 
20th September ’08  
Season of mists and new pencil cases and Summer 
has come at last! We’ve had 10 glorious days of 
warm sunshine  --  just when the children have 
gone back to school  -- what a shame. 
8thOctober ’08  
The mallards are already pairing off in preparation 
for next Spring  --  much squabbling, chasing and 
noisy argument  --  typical teenagers , really. A 
couple of pairs have ventured upstream, obviously 
looking for their own, exclusive des. res.  
29th.October ‘08 
Half term and the first shoot. A lovely, clear day, 
but down here the sun is only just managing to 
peep over the hill  --  soon it will be too low, and 
we shan’t see it again until February. Enjoy it up 
there! 
 
P.S.  
1) Please can someone explain to me how the 
Naturebytes works when there isn’t any mobile 
phone reception down here? 
 
2) Calling all dog walkers, joggers, strollers : 
PLEASE send in your observations  --  the more 
contributions we have, the more interesting it will 
be. 
 



Thanks go to Alice for altering the 
‘Children in Need’ auction evening in 
order that folks could attend the 
Gordon Giltrap Concert at the Village 
Hall.  
AND - Congratulations to Alice and 
her team for the incredible results of 
the ‘Fun Day’, the raffle and the auc-
tion. The 190 odd entrants for the 12 
kilometre run far exceeded the previ-
ous year (with the resultant increase in 
entry funds). Despite the damp 
weather, the ‘Fun Day’ with the vari-
ous games (inside and out), white ele-
phant stall, teas and etc, delicious and 
welcome hamburgers, and not least 
the raffle (which was drawn before the 
auction) was a huge success.  

�
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Alice, Helen and the ‘team’ can be 
very proud of their achievement – a 
lot of hard work and a fantastic 
‘result’ – they believe the final total 
will be in excess of £6,000 —beating 
all previous records.  
Apart from all of the hard work      
involved, thanks must also go to those 
who so generously gave, not just of 
their time, but also the raffle prizes, 
auction items, packages and produce, 
including Rita’s infamous fruit cake!!. 
And finally, thanks to Phil Wildbore 
for his wit, energy and enthusiasm as 
the auctioneer – an entertainment in 
itself!  
 
Report composed by Suzie Mensforth.  
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Handmade Jewellery & Other Craft Items 

You are invited to Tricia’s Christmas Jewellery Sale 
on 

Sunday 23rd November between 11.00am – 4.00pm 
at 

Grindlow Monyash Road Over Haddon 
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STOP PRESS: CHILDREN IN NEED 
 At The Lathkil Hotel  
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FOR SALE 

I Remember X   By Patrick Thurlby 
 
I  may have mentioned 1947 before, it was the most glorious summer after a most awful winter.  I remember is was so hot we 
swam in the Lathkill river.  All went well until some walkers appeared. (They being few and far between in those days, )  We 
in modern parlance were skinny dipping and instead of staying in the river where our nakedness would have been undetected 
we raced up the wood.  The walkers decided to rest and we were stranded, our clothes being on the river bank.  Ages later we 
decided we would somehow have to retrieve our clothes.  Most of us covered our nakedness with those rhubarb like leaves 
that grow in the dale but I remember Newell Mellor covered himself in mud in the nether regions in the shape of a pair of 
swimming trunks.  We all made a most serene rescue of our clothes and departed with heads held high. 
 
  What a year we were out every day from dusk till dawn with not a worry for our parents, what a sad reflection on today’s 
society where such a thing can hardly ever happen. 
 
   I remember joining Peter Bennett on a bike ride which seemed to me like a marathon.  You must realise I had probably 
never cycled out of Over Haddon before and we went to Ashford, Wardlow, Stoney Middleton, Baslow, Pilsley, Bakewell 
and home.  Come to think of it I feared we would never get home so perhaps a marathon was an understatement. 
 
   I may have mentioned this before but cricket was very much on the agenda and we seemed to play every day.   My hero at 
the time was Denis Compton.  Both he and his brother Leslie  played cricket for Middlesex and both played football for  
Arsenal.  I am ashamed to say I was an Arsenal supporter in those days which may come as a surprise to some in Over  
Haddon.  I have grown up now and support a proper team DERBY COUNTY. 
 



The above title, I think, is very apt. This 
extraordinary evening involved every one 
present – Gordon Giltrap spoke and played 
in an amazingly intimate and personal 
way.   He introduced us to ‘Gordon  
Giltrap’s World of Guitars’ and indeed 
there were 5 guitars on stage.  
 
Amazingly, he did not play more than one 
instrument at a time, but at times it 
sounded as if there were several instru-
ments harmonising together – read on*. 
He showed us and played a twelve-string 
guitar with crooked frets, crooked bridge 
and crooked sound hole – but the music 
sang in a wonderfully intimate and, at the 
same time, direct way. He showed us and 
again played, a guitar that he ‘rescued’ 
from a car boot sale for £5! He had pains-
takingly and lovingly adapted this instru-
ment and made it very much his own. 
Then there was the tiny guitar, and this 
was followed with an electric guitar – all 
so different in tone and structure, but all 
invoking the magic of the music. 
 
 *Mention must be made of a little metal 
box, situated at his feet. I believe that this 
is called a Bose loop (I am sure that some-
one may correct me), and with this he 
could record a ‘basic’ melody, then  
another on top, and another, until a  
wonderful euphonious (maybe to some 
cacophonic) sound emerged – very loud 
but truly incredible however described.   
 
He professed to a liking to play his own 
compositions and this was well received. 
He talked of his family and grandchildren, 
and complimented the young children  
present in the Village Hall on their excel-
lent behaviour. But who could not be 
charmed and spellbound by this remark-
able man? 
 
He has worked with so many ‘names’ – 
Brian May, Rick Wakeman, Midge Ure, 
Martin Taylor, Raymond Burley, Cliff 
Richard, the London Symphony Orchestra 
and the Sheffield Philharmonic Orches-
tra – to name but a few! This has occurred 
from a humble background, initially self-
taught, but his obvious interest and ability 
allowed him to develop a career and he is 
now known worldwide.  
 
I cannot categorise his music, but it is in-
fluenced by rock, folk and classical guitar 
music and the famous names that are 
linked with these examples – the names of 
Hank Marvin, John Renbourn, Julian 
Bream and John Williams spring to my 

Just a tit bit! ** I do remember Joe 
Cocker in his 1960’s Sheffield days – he 
was working at a client’s premises, maybe 
in the wages/office section, and when I 
asked about the tightness of his jeans 
(what a forward hussy I was!) he  
confessed to sitting in the bath until they 
had shrunk. I remember the Beatles  
coming to Sheffield City Hall in the early 
60’s and I had never heard of them! But I 
digress – I remember the name, and I  
remember some of his later music but not 
the man - of course some of us remember 
him for ‘Heartsong’ – nominated for an 
‘Ivor Novello’ award and later used as the 
theme tune to the BBC’s ‘Holiday’  
programme during the 70’s or 80’s??. 
Others will remember ‘Fear of the Dark’ 
and ‘Visionary’, or maybe ‘Lucifer’s 
Cage’, but whether we remembered him 
or not and the younger members of the 
audience cannot, he does ‘wow’ fans – he 
certainly ‘wowed’ me, and fans old and 
new are mesmerised by his talent and  
music. He shows such a real affection for 
his audience, and his ‘act’ was interposed 
with wit and a real and naïve charm. 
 
There was an interval, with (as he pointed 
out!) the bar open. There was an 
‘envelope’ raffle (hastily organised by 
Patrick as a ‘sort of’ raffle), with half of 
the proceeds being donated to the 
‘Children in Need’ appeal. There was also 
a prize ticket draw for two signed photo-
graphs of the man himself. One of these 
photographs was won by Helen Head, at 
which Steve Miller said he would look for 
it on her kitchen notice board – such are 
the excitements in Over Haddon! 
 
We demanded (and got) an encore, and 
judging from the volume of the applause, 
this ‘evening with Gordon Giltrap’ was 
greatly enjoyed by all – thank you to all 
involved – Gordon Giltrap, Steve Miller, 
the ladies behind the bar, the Village Hall 
Committee and of course ‘Live and Lo-
cal’. 
 
I am left to ponder – does he still play 
mainly with the hybrid technique of  
plectrum and little finger? I so enjoyed the 
evening, that I will allow that puzzle to 
remain unanswered! 
 
Her Suzieness – 15/16-11-2008. 

# $ % &� 1 �

mind, but everyone at this performance in 
the Village hall will have their own ideas 
as to where his inspiration comes from. 
 
But he is not just a talented musician with 
amazing virtuoso and charm. He is a sup-
porter of charities and has been honoured 
by being invited to become a member of  
‘The Grand Order of Water Rats’ – a rare 
achievement.  
 
However, to return to the Village Hall, I 
think, whether you were present or not, 
you will now realise quite what a character 
this man is. The Village Hall was packed 
and ticket sales had reached their full com-
pliment some 5 weeks previous to the per-
formance.  As I entered the Village Hall I 
saw many unknown faces - people had 
come to the metropolis of Over Haddon 
from Belper, Huddersfield, Wakefield, and 
Sheffield, and even foreign parts as far    
afield as Tideswell.  In his  introduction, 
Steve Miller told us that he had even had a 
request from Malta for tickets, but unfortu-
nately  tickets had run out! 
 
Gordon Giltrap then gave us a brief intro-
duction with acoustic test and speedily 
launched into a composition on his 12-
string guitar. The ‘car boot’ guitar, and 
then the ‘tiny’ instrument followed this, 
and then the others – electric and so on. 
He played a version of the National An-
them in the manner Brian May had played 
at the Buckingham Palace Jubilee celebra-
tions! He went on to play ‘Tears of Joy’ 
which he composed to celebrate Ellen 
MacArthur’s epic voyage. He played 
‘George Formby’ type music – reminders 
of his own compositions. He played ‘For 
Ever Gold’, written to celebrate Cliff 
Richard’s 50 years in show business (and 
he hopes that Sir Cliff likes it!) – gosh - 
that takes me back (again read on**)! He 
played ‘Blues’ type music, ‘The Lord’s 
Seat’ based on Elizabethan ‘Lute’ music, 
oh – and ‘A Dublin Day’ with an under-
tone of merriment like the man himself, 
and ending with a ‘statement’ loud to soft 
in a moving ‘run down’. He confessed to 
being touched that one of his compositions 
had been played after the 2 minute 
‘Remembrance Day’ silence. I will not, 
and indeed cannot, list everything that he 
played, but he admitted composing one of 
these works in a village hall. 
 
Do I remember him? – Yes – I remember 
the name, but maybe I missed some of his 
music – living in Paris or wandering 
around Southern Africa.  
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An Evening with Gordon Giltrap                            
 Over Haddon Village Hall   

                                                       14 November 2008  



Last October, on my most recent 
visit to the Ypres and Somme battle-
field areas, I decided to locate the 
burial places of the four soldiers 
who were killed in the First World 
War and who are commemorated on 
the village war memorial. 
 
In alphabetical order - - 
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Killed near Ypres on 14/02/1916, 
whilst serving in the 10th. Battalion 
of the Sherwood Foresters (Notts. 
and Derbys. Regiment ). 
Aged 23. 
Son of Elizabeth Ann Hayto of 
North View, Monyash Road, Over 
Haddon who lived there until her 
death in the late 1960’s    
No known grave. Commemorated 
on the Menin Gate at Ypres. 
      (Panel 39)  
He is one of 54,896 names engraved 
on the panels, which are dedicated 
to those who fell between the begin-
ning of the war and 15/08/1917. 
 

�

 

�
���������
���
����
�� �
 
Killed 18/08/1917, near Passendale, 
whilst serving in the 16th. Battalion 
of the Middlesex Regiment. 
Aged 24. 
Son of William and Sarah Wright of 
Acre Wall Terrace, Monyash Road, 
Bakewell. 
 
No known grave. Commemorated 
on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Passen-
dale  
( Panel 115 ). At the moment, Wil-
liam’s name is barely legible ; ex-
tensive work is currently taking 
place at the memorial to make clear 
all the 34,957  names of those miss-
ing in the Ypres salient from 
16/08/1917 to the end of the war.   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Article compiled by  
Keith Renshaw 
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Also served in the Sherwood Forest-
ers ( Notts.and Derbys Regiment ) – 
2nd. Battalion. 
Killed in the Ypres salient on 
27/07/1916. Age unknown 
 
Buried at White House Cemetery, 
St. Jan, near Ypres ( Grave I.H.12 ) 
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Killed on 18/11/1917 near Passen-
dale, aged 32. 
Served in the 1st. Battalion of the 
Northamptonshire Regiment. 
Son of William and Fanny Price of 
Parwich, Derbyshire. 
George’s wife, Ada, lived at Melton 
Constable, Norfolk.Buried at Buffs 
Road Cemetery, St.Jan, near Ypres. 
             (Grave B27)    
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What is  
artsderbyshire? 
artsderbyshire is a web-
site that helps publicise 
and highlight all the arts 
events, venues, artists and 
arts clubs and societies 
throughout Derbyshire and 
Derby City.   It’s free for 
anyone to use to find out 
more about the arts in the 
county, and also acts as a 
place for information and 
support to people working, 
or wanting to work, in the 
arts and creative sector. 
 

Why should I use 
artsderbyshire? 
Because it can publicise 
your events and activities 

which can be searched by 
location, date or type of 
event.  Access to the arts-
derbyshire website is com-
pletely free, and it is fully 
searchable.   
 
artsderbyshire depends 
on your support to keep it 
lively and interesting.  All 
the content is generated 
by people like you, adding 
events, information and 
news. 
 

For further information 
please contact:  

Gillian Bates,  

artsderbyshire editor, on 
editor@artsderbyshire.org.
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for free.  You can use it to 
advertise events , share 
arts news, or let people 
know about the clubs and 
societies  that meet in 
your area, to get new 
members or volunteers.  
You can also sign up for 
“what’s on” e-bulletins that 
keep you informed about 
what else is going on in 
Derbyshire & Derby City. 
Artists can use the site to 
get information about op-
portunities for work, train-
ing, access to funding, and 
to sign up for a newsletter 
tailored to the needs of 
arts practitioners. 
 
The website provides lists 
of forthcoming events 
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artsderbyshire  is funded and managed by the Derbyshire Arts Partnership .  The members of the 
Derbyshire Arts Partnership are: Derbyshire County Council, Amber Valley Borough Council, 
Bolsover District Council, Chesterfield Borough Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council, Erewash 
Borough Council, High Peak Borough Council, North East Derbyshire District Council and South Der-
byshire District Council.  Arts Council England, East Midlands and Derby City Council have also con-
tributed towards the costs of the artsderbyshire website. 
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Churchwood Design 
Unit 2, Tideswell Business Park,  

Meveril Road, Tideswell,  

Derbyshire SKI 7 8NY  

Telephone: 01298 872422,             

Email: info@churchwood.co.uk,  

www.churchwood.co.uk 
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South View 
Main Street 
OVER HADDON 

Phone:01629 812133 
E-mail: dick.foxon@tiscali.co.uk 

If you would like a 
copy of The Voice sent 
electronically please 

phone or e-mail. 
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TRICIA  CLARK  DESIGNS 
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The Lathkil Hotel  
Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 11.30am to 3pm then 6pm to 11pm. 
Saturday: 11.30am to 11pm. 
Sun: 12.00pm to 10.30pm. 
Food available: 
Lunches: 
Mon-Fri: 12 to 2pm. 
Sat & Sun: 12 to 2.30pm. 
Bar meals: 
Sun-Thurs: 6pm to 8pm. 
Restaurant: 
Fri & Sat: 7pm to 8.30pm. 
 
Tel. no. 01629 812501 

Many of you will know that Marc Little (‘Marc the Milk’ as was) has taken over  
                        Lathkill Coaches. 

Marc is taking bookings for private coach hire, day trips and holidays. 
Telephone 01629 813792 

Our Sponsors 
Sponsorship is the life blood that allows “The Voice” to expand and be published and  
delivered throughout the parish of Over Haddon. 
The editor is extremely grateful to those businesses, organisations and individuals who 
support “The Voice” with donations of cash or “in kind”. Generally, our sponsors have 
“signed up” to sponsor four editions and most of these are now due for renewal and I am 
hoping that the current level of support will continue. 
For the record it is worth noting that since sponsorship was first raised, from 2005 up  
until November 2008, the  income has totalled £280. The  cost of paper and ink cartridges 
to produce “The Voice” during the same period has exceeded this amount.  
A large percentage of the photocopying is covered by the generosity of College of the 
Peak. 
If anyone would like to sponsor “the Voice” then please give me a call on 812133. 

01629 815749 

01629 812359 01629 814280 


